A Summary of the 80" Annual Meeting of Conference

“A Covenant People” was the theme of the 80™ Annual Meeting of Manitoba and Northwestern
Ontario Conference, meeting in Stonewall, MB. Worship, theme, table group and discussion
times allowed the 400 participants to both think about covenant and to experience being in
covenant with one another, the United Church, and God.

The global future will be about protecting people, not nation states, sa|d the Honourable Lioyd
Axworthy, addressing the theme of living out our covenant in the 21* century. Drawing on his
experience as former Foreign Affairs Minister, he spoke of a world of incongruities and
inconsistencies where we can no longer live behind our boundaries. If people protection is not
made a priority over the nation state, the future of life on the planet will be determined by climate
change and the rapid spread of global infectious diseases, Axworthy said. We need to work on
this collectively with those of other faiths.

Being a global citizen, he said, includes not only care for people in far off places, but for those
around our own doorstep. As an example, Axworthy cited viral disease research taking place in
Winnipeg which is expected to provide world wide protection in the future. The University of
Winnipeg his said, is establishing more education for Aboriginal people and providing computer
based learning to overcome digital divides.

‘I want my university,” he added, “to reach out; not to be in an ivory tower. | want a
university with no boundaries.” Dr. Axworthy spoke of the long standing covenant relationship
between the University of Winnipeg, through its forerunners, Wesley College and United College,
and the United Church of Canada.

Fundamental human rights, defined as the right to live and ultimately to prosper, must be a
central question for our age, he said, and not left for future generations to address. In his book,
“Navigating a New World,” Axworthy suggests the creation of a governmental Department of
Peace. Since Canada has led the world in peace endeavours before, “wouldn’t it be great if
Canada became the first country in the world to have a Ministry of Peace,” he said.

Church History Professor Sandra Beardsall, of St. Andrew’s College, led the Court through a
Jook back at our roots in the Social Gospel Movement, asking if we are being faithful to these
roots as we live out our covenant as God's people. The passion for the Movement came from the
Scriptural call to be doers of the Word, not just hearers, Beardsall said.

She said that the sophistication of science and particularly the social sciences led to new ways
of understanding the world. We need to go into the future with the covenant passion of the Social
Gospel Movement, leaving behind the narrow vision of the Euro-centric culture of those early
days.

Another theme presentation came from a currently yet-to-be-discovered talented group of
actors, who gave us a wonderfully humourous look at the United Church from its seeds in the
early 20" Century up to the present in the play “Maybe One?”. The representative character,
“Mrs. Curmudgeon,” received many accolades as the voice of dissent in through times of change.
Critically acclaimed by a national award winning religious publication, Playright Scott Douglas
also excelied as an actor.

Worship times engaged the theme of covenant in various ways — including a dramatic
presentation of Moses talking to a burning bush (with neat special effects), and people being
asked to silently reflect upon their personal journeys of faith.

Conference elected Michael Wilson from Winnipeg as President and George Bott from
Marathon as President-Elect.

Presbyteries will see a 6% increase in their Conference assessments. Conference called for
a balanced budget in 2006, with the total income from Presbytery allotments set at $361,033.00
Gary Hannaford, the Conference treasurer, presented three budget options offering three
different percentage increases in the budget. He said that the Conference’s accumulated surplus
will fall below $30,000 by the end of 2005. Gary said a number of factors, including writing-off
losses incurred by the closing of the Faith Journey Bookstore and decreasmg grants from
General Council, contributed to the budget stresses.

During discussions, concerns were raised that Conference needs to continue monitoring and
evaluating the structure of Conference in relation to budget issues.







