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September 23-26, 2004

Creativity in worship was honoured on Sunday morning at Knox United Church, Kenora, when 51
Presbyters joined the Knox congregation for a presentation by 15 Presbytery Y outh. The young
people were challenged to present the story of Jesusin ten minutes. Picking up on this, Minister
Cheryl Kinney Matheson wove the drama into her message.

Theme presenter, the Rev. Lesley Harrison, of Winnipeg Presbytery, led the Court
through an examination of Who is my neighbour? Examples were given of how
other churches have coped with the problems of being church in the 21st century.
In small groups Presbyters shared who their Church neighbours are and how it may
be possible to work together, with dwindling church attendance, shortage of clergy
andfinancial problems. TheVeggie Talesvideo, whichwas part of the presentation,
may be borrowed from AVEL.

The Rev. Jann Sampson shared some of her experiences studying the
Changing Church while on sabbatical studies at Cambridge, England. The
churchthereisexperiencing similar strugglesin declining numbers, finances
and churches closing or merging.

. . .. Chair, Rev. Jann Sampson
Applicationswere approved by the Court for Mission Support Grantsfor the g Admin.Asst Joan Bailey,
year 2005 for the following: hard at work
*  Red Lake Shared Ministry for $6,000
» theKenoraY outh Drop-In Centre for $3,000

Presbytery now has a Mission Statement, which reads as follows:

Cambrian, an affirming and inclusive presbytery in Northwestern Ontario, will serve God

through the power of the Holy Spirit.

- Bythenurturing of, celebrating with, and providing oversight to pastoral chargesand
the people who serve them, we empower them to be an effective part of the body of
Christ.

- By providing leadership, we enable appropriate ministry in each pastoral charge.

- By establishing effective communication, we provide bonds to the wider church and
other faith communities.

- Bypromotingworship, Christian education, fellowship, justice, and compassion among
persons of all genders, ages and abilities, we follow the Way of Christ.



INFORMATION TO NOTE:
TheOversight of Pastoral Charges Committeeisworking onadocument Fair and Ethical Guidelines
for Part-time Ministry.

KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice Initiatives will extend its theme Cultivating A
Just Peace into the 2004-05 program year, with an emphasis on building bridges, not
walls. Theannual meeting of the Cambrian-Agassiz RegionisOctober 1-2 in Winnipeg,
where supplementary resources for the program year will be introduced.

Janice Boneham, of Fort Frances, agreed to become the Presbytery Archivist.

The Morph Project workshop will take place April 28-May 1, 2005 in Winnipeg. Participants will
be exposed to new ways of worship and being church. Further information may be obtained at
www.morphproject.ca

The Rev. Jeanne Bryan, of the Anglican Church, isnow serving at Emmanuel,
Anglican-United Church in Ignace.

TheRev. Lloyd Ivany isappointed as Retired Supply to Wesley United Church, Thunder Bay from
September 1, 2004 to January 15, 2005.

A Stewardship Workshop will be held in Winnipeg, October 15-16.
Rural churches need to be aware that if they use well water, it needs to be tested regularly.
Financial viability guidelines are available for pastoral charges.

Kathy McMillan was made a member-at-large of Presbytery and will assume the position of
Pensions and Group Insurance Convenor.

The Rev. Bill Gillis, of Conference Staff, was on hand as an advisor throughout the
meeting. He picked up on the theme of Who is my neighbour? in a thoughtful
theological reflection. Bill was honoured for his many years of service to Cambrian
Presbytery.

Dave McMaster's Hat at Saturday night supper drew $286.05 for the Mission and Service Fund.

Inadditionto regular worship during the meeting, musical interludesincluded
songs by The Other Mothers' Sons on Friday evening; coffee time piano
music by Laurel Ormiston and impromptu singing led by George Bott.
Saturday evening, Presbyters and members of the public were treated to a
performance by TheWinnipeg Golden Chordsmen, renowned for their ability
to entertain through humour, lively choreography and singing.



The lower number of Y outh in attendance was reflected by the lower numbers of Presbyters, since
they rely on Presbytersfor rides. The Y outh were again fortunate to have excellent leadership in
Brenda Shodin, David Lyle, Ren Amell, Lincoln Dunn, Jamie DeSaulniers, Dan Essery and Susan
Estey.

Sunday after Presbyters attended at St. Andrew’s United Church, Keewatin for the

covenanting service between Cambrian Presbytery, St. Andrew’ s United Church and
Ren Amell.

Thanks go to Knox clergy, the Rev. Eric Matheson and Cheryl Kinney Matheson, the Board and
congregation of Knox, St. Andrew's Keewatin UCW, Knox UCW, Knox Donna Club (the 90-
something unit of the UCW), Knox Quilters & Friends, the Agape Table, & Knox Loaves and
Fishes. Thefood and general hospitality were terrific. It was especially meaningful to share the
Agape Table with itsregular clients.

Seeyou at St. Paul's, Thunder Bay for Winter Presbytery, February 17-20, 2005.
PLEASE NOTE CHANGE FROM TRADITIONAL DATE.



