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Welcome to Youth Ministry Insider

Youth Ministry can sometimes be a scary place! Emerging trends,
technologies, media sources, and ever-changing influences makes
adolescence a challenging time to minister with anyone! This
newsletter is designed to help pass along some of the tips and
tricks that anyone doing youth ministry will find useful. Each
edition will feature one of our Cambrian youth, as well as articles,
ideas, suggestions, and advice from Matt Woodall (Presbytery Youth
Minister), and some of the leading people in youth ministry from
across North America.

Cambrian Youth

Cambrian youth ROCK!!! Idre been in Cambrian for almost a year
now, and this is one thing that just keeps popping up, no matter
where I go. Our youth are some of the best that there are in their
communities. I want to share their stories with you, tell you about
who they are, what theyde doing in the church, and what theyée
doing in their schools and communities. Watch for a different
young person to be featured in this section every month!

What& going on!!

A monthly update of what is going on where in the United

Church!

Sept. 25-28 1 Presbytery Youth Event in Dryden, ON

Nov. 7-9 1 Conference ALF event in Manitoba

Dec. 4-7 i Canadian Youth Workers Conference in Toronto, ON
Jan. 26-29 1 CanLead institute for Youth Ministry in London, ON
Feb. 19-22 7 Winter Presbytery in Thunder Bay, ON

April/May i Princeton Institute for Youth Ministry in Princeton, NJ]
May i Youth for Peace Exposure trip to Palestine

May i Conference Annual General Meeting and TAC/YATCOMANO
August i General Council and GC Youth Forum in Kelowna, BC

If there are things happening in your church or community that
would be of interest to youth or people who work with youth, please
e-mail them to
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fAThe most important
shared resources are
volunteer leaders i we
really need them!o

- John Wilson

A time-honoured
tradition in Europe has
finally gained traction in
the US i incoming
freshmen who who
delay campus life to
indulge in a figapo year.
It& like a sabbatical for
study-weary kids who
are burned out by the
frenetic pace of their
lives and want a long
breather before they
have to hit the books
again. 1 Group
Magazine

fiWhat teens will catch
from us is not what we
believe, but what we

are passionate about.o
- Paul Gibbs

Al love mysteries.
Maybe that& why I like
teens i each of them is
a mystery. If you think
youdve goté@em figured
out, youdl miss them
every time. So fight
preconceptions like the
plague, because kids
dond quickly show
themselves. Youd do
the same if you were in
their place. Fuel your
curiosity and suspend
judgement. Youdl find
some tough kids are
actually soft and some
soft kids are actually
tough. And the figoodo
kids may not go as
deep or as far as the
firebels.o

- Steve Merritt

Youth Ministry Mythbusters: Youth Ministry
is Difficult...

There is a rumour floating around that Youth Ministry is difficult. I
mean it must be, because we have ministers who are specifically
dedicated to ministering with youth, right?

WRONG

While it& true that ministering with youth and young adults has its
own particular challenges and rewards, it is no more true than the
fact that ministering with any group of people has its own
challenges and rewards. In reality, youth ministry can be as simple
as sitting down for coffee once a week with a young person.

Large American Evangelical churches have led us to believe that
youth ministry requires lots of paid staff, with large investments of
money in sound systems, musical instruments, and theatrical
devices. The image of youth ministry in the late 20" century was
one of theatrics, and staged experiences, instead of one of intention
and shared experiences. Drama, contemporary music, theatre
lights, sound systems, worship bands, these are all great tools, but
when they become the centre of our ministry with young people, or
with anyone, then wedve lost sight of what our ministry is.

Jesus spent his life ministering in communities, both large and
small. His entire ministry was spent in close community with his
disciples, and every example of his ministry that is recorded in the
Bible is in response to a need expressed by a person. If Jesus could
build community, why can& we?

It& not as hard as we think. When we invite youth and young
adults into conversation about the things that are important to
them and to us, we are forming community. When we invite youth
and young adults to be equal partners in our worship times,
enabling them to lead every part of our communal worship, we are
forming community. When we invite the participation of youth,
instead of just their presence, we are forming community.

Youth Ministry is not hard, but it does require us to do things that
wedve never considered before. Youth and young adults push us
outside of the places wede comfortable, and force us to consider
things in new ways. But then, Jesus did the same thing...

YM Tip of the Month...

Consider connecting youth and young adults with older
adults who share their passions. For example, connect a
young person with an interest in computers with someone
who is working in Information Technology. Or, connect a
young person with an interest in construction and
woodworking with a local carpenter or homebuilding.
Mentorships can be powerful formational relationships, and
are consistently cited by youth as one of the most important
relationships they had growing up.




